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Welcome to 2017! Finally, it’s just a bit warmer and daylight is staying around just a bit longer.  

The Spring Semester at Thompson Valley High School is underway and brings about new 

beginnings and familiar events. 

First, we would like to welcome Sarah Beth Bliss as our new assistant principal.  Ms. Bliss 

comes to Thompson School District after most recently serving as assistant principal at Prairie 

View Middle School in Henderson, Colorado. Her career experience also includes service as 

a teacher at Brighton Heritage Academy in Brighton. Ms. Bliss earned a Bachelor of Science 

degree in Psychology from Iowa State University and has completed the “Teacher in Resi-

dence” program through Metro State University. She holds a Masters Degree in Education 

Administration from the University of Phoenix and is currently enrolled in the Education doc-

toral program at the University of Colorado in Denver. Please stop in and meet her if you have 

time. We are very excited to have her! 

Next, in an effort to explain the registration process more thoroughly to our families, we will be 

conducting registration events to help register our students for the upcoming year.  Please 

see the schedule in this newsletter for the times to come in and register with your student. 

Teachers will be available to discuss their curriculum with families and their students. We are 

passionate about helping you along the journey to your student’s future. 

Once again, standardized testing will take place April 11-13.  Ninth graders will be taking 

PARCC, 10th graders will be taking PSAT, and 11th graders will be taking SAT and CMAS.  

Standardized testing will give parents a good idea of how their student is performing com-

pared to students across the nation.  Standardized testing also gives students much needed 

practice for college entrance exams and testing for admittance to Masters Degree programs 

later in life. Not only do students benefit from the practice of taking standardized tests, but the 

results help us make important educational decisions concerning our students and how to 

better serve them. 

As always, your student and their success is our main goal.  Please join us for our upcoming 

events and help us celebrate our exciting changes and our customary events. Thompson Val-

ley is the place to be! 

TVHS Administrators 



AVID COLLEGE PROGRAM AT 

TVHS 
Kicking off our first semester of 

AVID 
We started our AVID program with classes for freshman, sophomores 

and juniors. One of our biggest adjustments was using the AVID Bind-

er; a large binder with dividers for each class. This binder is where 

students keep all of their school work, and their Cornell Notes.  Stu-

dents’ organizational skills were increased, and many students found 

that the binder helped them stay organized for the whole semester. 

This led to a decrease in lost assignments, and an increase in their 

grades. AVID students experienced using Cornell Notes for all of their 

classes, and it made a big difference in their grades.  Students found 

that studying for tests was easier because of the Cornell Way; they 

predict test questions, write summaries, highlight main ideas and in-

teract with their notes five times before taking a test! GPA’s are at all 

time high’s and students college readiness continues to increase in the 

AVID program. 

Students in the AVID elective have found a home away from home as 

they have developed a strong bond in class. Students collaborate with 

one another seamlessly and have developed many positive and healthy 

relationships with their AVID peers. AVID students remind each oth-

er of upcoming assignments, they study together and many even have 

part time jobs together. 

Students have spent class time learning test taking strategies for the 

SAT, and they can apply these strategies to any test. Our juniors have 

already taken multiple practice exams, and are in good shape for the 

real SAT in April. 

“AVID has helped me or-

ganize my work to where 

I can easily find assign-

ments. Its also helped 

me meet a lot of new 

friends.” 

- Tyler Klus AVID Junior 
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College Fair at University of Denver 
Our AVID sophomores and juniors took a field trip to the 

University of Denver where they were able to meet with 

representatives from over 40 colleges and universities. 

Students were able to sign up for informational e-mails, 

scholarships and learn more about colleges in and out-

side of Colorado. 

Conversations about tuition, acceptance rates, majors, 

financial aid and housing dominated the fair. Students 

had a much better idea of what type of college to attend, 

and found out more information about paying for college. 

Tutorials: A Huge Success 
Twice a week AVID students get Socratic tutoring 

with students from CSU and FRCC to engage in 

“tutorials.” A tutorial is where students bring a prob-

lem they are having in one of their classes to AVID. 

Students then identify their points of confusion 

(exactly where they are having trouble) and are put 

in content groups. Each group is given a college tu-

tor who helps run the tutorial. Students share their 

points of  confusion and then decide whose problem 

they should work on first. 

How Do Tutorials Work? 

Once a student is selected to be the presenter, they 

share with their group their point of confusion, and 

what they      already know about their problem. The 

students and tutor in their group will then use ques-

tions to lead the confused    student to the correct 

answer. This works better than traditional tutoring 

because it allows students to analyze their own 

thought process, and try different solutions until they 

get to the right answer; rather than being given the 

answer.  

Students are driven to help each other succeed and 

have created a safe space for students to share their 

academic struggles. 

“Academically AVID has 

helped me keep extremely 

organized, and I check my 

grades regularly to 

maintain a high GPA. On a 

personal level it has 

brought me close with a 

group of students and 

provides me with an 

extended family group to 

rely on.”  

 -Bethany Carroll 

AVID Junior 



Thompson Agriculture Education Program 

The Thompson Agriculture Education program was recently awarded a Colorado FFA Foundation Grant in the amount of 

$3,500 which will provide funding for a greenhouse and chicken coop on the Thompson Valley High School Campus. 

Following the greenhouse and coop construction this spring, Thompson students enrolled in agriscience classes  will have 

the opportunity to learn about plant and animal systems first-hand. Students will be involved in planting and harvesting crops 

grown in the greenhouse, hatching and raising chickens, collecting eggs and marketing the products that result from the 

“mini farm”. 

The agriculture education program in Thompson School District currently serves over 100 students, with the majority attend-

ing Thompson Valley and Berthoud High Schools.  All students enrolled in an agriscience class have the opportunity to par-

ticipate as active members in the Thompson FFA Chapter, a student organization that promotes premier leadership, person-

al growth and career success. 

Since the start of school last August, Thompson FFA members have participated in a wide variety of activities! (see photos) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hannah DeCoteau (sr.) and Sam                 Mrs. Lum, Jake Hewson, Sydney Baty and Miss                Freshman, Brooke Carlson, competes in 

Halsey (jr.) attend Aspire to Grow,                Brown receive a Colorado FFA Foundation grant               the first annual Public Speaking Competition. 

A leadership conference for women              check at the National Western Stock Show in  Denver.               

ENTREPRENEURSHIP at TVHS! 

Our school is offering students an authentic, collaborative entrepreneurship experience with  IN-
Cubateredu.  Students have the opportunity to create and fully develop their own product or ser-
vice. Local entrepreneurs and business experts serve as volunteer coaches and mentors guiding 
student teams through the Lean process along with foundational business topics, such as market-
ing, product development, and finance.  Over the course of two semesters, students develop a 
business model canvas, gain valuable market input on a minimum viable product, and continually 
revise all elements to improve their business model.  Students acquire foundational business con-
cepts, then apply those concepts to develop their team’s business idea.  Principles from the Lean 
movement help students test their thinking.  From Concept to Minimum Viable 
Product to Pitch, students are hypothesizing, testing, adapting and learning.  
Importantly, they work and learn in teams. A variety of essential skills are de-
veloped throughout this process, including adaptability, collaboration, critical 
thinking, creativity, and problem solving. 

As registration is upon us for next year, choose Entrepreneurship for an authentic, real-life learn-
ing experience!  For more information or questions, please contact Lindsay Hart, Entrepreneur-
ship teacher, at lindsay.hart@thompsonschools.org. 

For more information or questions, please contact Lindsay Hart, Entrepreneurship teacher, at 
lindsay.hart@thompsonschools.org. 



Page 5 Parent Newsletter 

FEES  

PARENTS -  Please check Parent Portal to see if you owe any FEES and/ or 

FINES. Fees and fines may be paid on-line or by stopping by the bookkeeping office. 
 
*If your son/daughter has changed classes and they are still being charged, please contact 
their Counselor to have the fees waived or removed. 
 
*If you qualify for free and reduced fees and you are still being charged, please contact 
Nutrition Services at 970-613-5143. 
 
*If the student needs to return lost books, they may be dropped off at the bookkeeping office 
to have those fees removed. 
 
*To avoid any late fees, please take care of your student’s account. 

Thompson School District R2-J 

Information regarding the procedure by which community members may obtain law enforce-
ment information collected pursuant to the Colorado Sex Offender Registration Enforcement 
Act is available online at: 

http://dcj.state.co.us/odysom/Sex Offender/SO Pdfs/schoolresourceguideregistration.pdf and 
on CDE’s website at: 

http://www.cde.state.co.us/cdeprevention/download/pdf/School Sex Offender Guide.pdf. 

In addition, copies of this guide are available upon request for a $2.00 copying fee at the 
main office of every Thompson school and at the Thompson School District Main Office at 
800 S. Taft in Loveland, Colorado.  Community members may view the document for free 
while at these locations and the document can be downloaded free of charge at the websites 
listed above. 

REGISTRATION NIGHTS 
You must attend during your assigned time. This will increase every family’s access to technology and  

assistance.  Please bring completed registration forms. 

 

ALL CURRENT 9-11 GRADE STUDENTS 

** FEB. 6, 2017 —  5:00—6:00 PM — LAST NAMES BEGINNING WITH A—B 

6:00—7:00 PM  —  LAST NAMES BEGINNNG WITH C—F 

 

**FEB. 8, 2017 —  5:00—6:00 PM — LAST NAMES BEGINNING WITH G—J 

6:00—7:00 PM — LAST NAMES BEGINNING WITH K—M 

 

**FEB. 9, 2017 —  5:00—6:00 PM —  LAST NAMES BEGINNING WITH N-SH 

6:00—7:00 PM — LAST NAMES BEGINNING WITH SI-Z 



 

Exciting Opportunities in the Business & Marketing Department! 

We have many classes to choose from in the Business & Marketing Department, which all fulfill the required 
applied arts credit needed for graduation. All of these classes provide students with valuable opportunities and 
real-world skills to help them achieve their post-secondary goals. 

 

Entrepreneurship is a new year-long course where students will work in a team-based environment to develop, 
test, create, and pitch a business of their own to Loveland community members and potential investors.  
Teams will learn about marketing, financial analysis and the legal environment of running a business. 

 

Programming Concepts is now being offered for students interested in coding. As our society relies more and 
more on technology, coding is an important skill that will continue to evolve as technology advances. 

 

Introduction to Business & Marketing teaches students all of the general aspects of business, as well as mar-
keting. We cover the global economy, international business, business ethics, forms of business ownership, 
leadership and marketing. 

 

Sports & Entertainment Marketing is a project-based class that teaches students the principles of marketing 
through the sports and entertainment venues. Students gain real-life experience by working in a simulation. 

 

Career Development provides students with the resources necessary to achieve their post-secondary and ca-
reer goals. We work through units on values, success skills, post-secondary options, career research and em-
ployability. 

 

Marketing Work Experience is a year-long course for seniors who want to earn three credits for taking the class 
and working. Students learn leadership skills that prepare them to be post-secondary and workplace ready. 

 

These are just a few of the courses we offer. We have a huge variety of business and market-
ing classes to choose from, including Computer Applications, advanced Computer Applications, 
Computer Graphics—Business I, Computer Graphics—Business II, Multimedia Technology, Web 
Design, Accounting I, Business Law Finance, Management and Social Media and Advertising. 
Please see the district’s course guide book for more information. You are also welcome to contact Lindsay Hart 
(lindsay.hart@thompsonschools.org) or Don Murray (don.murray@thompsonschools.org). 

LIBRARY NEWS 
The TVHS library is proud to offer inspiration Pursuits, which is an enrichment program designed to 
engage kids in important topics through reading and activities.  The 3rd quarter topic is health and 
Wellness, which kicked off Jan. 20 with a healthy lunch activity.  We will have events such as nutrition guest 
speakers, mini health fairs, and other health and wellness related events; please check the library website at 
tvhslibrary.com/tvhs-inspiration-pursuits for more information and dates for events!  Our 4th quarter topic will be 
Digital Citizenship, with events and information relating to being responsible online. Watch the website for infor-
mation about events! 

 

Do you have a graduating senior!  All library books need to be returned and fines need to be paid be-
fore your student can graduate. Please have your students come to the library to check their accounts and take 
care of everything before the end of the year. 

 

Visit the library website at tvhslibrary.com for access to research  

resources as well as other library information. You can also follow us on 

 Facebook!  www.facebook.com/thompson.vhlibrary. 



Look What’s Happening in the Family and Consumer Sciences Department! 
A FRESH NEW SEMESTER STARTS OFF WITH LOTS OF FUN ACTITIVIES 

 

                                                                            
 The first ever Unified Basketball Team at TVHS meets for 
their first practice January 24th! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 The Early Childhood 101 class takes a field trip 
        to Bright Horizons Preschool to observe children 
         and learn about the teaching profession. 
 
 
 The Catering class has their first catering event of 
        the semester at the district building catering 
         breakfast for 40 people. 

  

 “      *  FCCLA volunteers at  the Parent/Teen Driving Workshop 

           at the Medical Center of the Rockies Tuesday, Jan. 24th. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

       

*  Registration is coming up!! Classes available include:    Nutrition and Wellness (fitness credit).  Teen 

Challenges (health credit).  Catering 101 and 102, Advanced Catering, Culinary Careers 

and Nutrition, Life Management, Early Childhood 101, Housing and Interior Design 

101/102 (college credit), Fashion Design, Child Development and more! 



1669 Eagle Drive 
Loveland  CO  80537 
 

Thompson Valley 
High School 

Phone: 970-613-7900 
Fax: 970-613-7909 
E-mail:  
www.tvhseagles.org 

Thompson School District is an equal opportunity 

educational institution and will not discriminate on 

the basis of religion, veteran status, marital status, 

race, color, national origin, gender, sex, sexual orien-

tation, age or disability in its activities, programs or 

employment practices.  The prohibition against sexual 

harassment includes a prohibition against harass-

ment based on religion, race, color, natural origin, 

age, sex, disability, sexual orientation, veteran status 

or marital status. For information regarding civil 

rights or grievance procedures, contact the Executive 

Director of Human    Resources, 800 S. Taft, Loveland 

CO 80537 (physical address) or 2890 N. Monroe, Love-

land CO 80538 (mailing address), (970) 613-5000 or 

the Office of Civil Rights, U.S. Dept. of Education, 

Region VIII, Federal Office Bldg, 1244 N. Speer Blvd, 

Suite 310, Denver CO 80204 (303) 844-5695. 

IMPORTANT DATES AT TVHS 

 

Feb. 20 Presidents’ Day—no school 

Feb. 21 Teacher Work Day—no students 

 

March 8 Parent Teacher Conferences (after school) 

  3:15-6:45 pm  (TVHS CAFETERIA) 

March 9 Parent Teacher Conferences (after school) 3:15- 
  6:45 pm (TVHS CAFETERIA) 

   

March 10 Teacher Exchange Day—no school 

March 12 Spring forward—turn clocks ahead 1 hour 

Mar. 13-17   Spring Break—no school 

  

April 11-13 Testing—PARCC/PSAT/ACT/CMAS 

 

May 17 Last Day for Graduating Seniors 

May 19 Teacher work day—no students 

May 26 Last day of school for students—1/2 day 

May 27 Graduation—4 pm—The Ranch 

May 29 Memorial Day 

May 30 Teacher Professional Day 

 

 


